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As we finalize our second quarter for 2012, I look 
back at the continuous efforts and hard work in 
successfully expanding our current fleet but at the 
same time maintaining strict standards necessary to 
attain white listed status in all MOU’s.  Belize con-
tinues to make significant strides in its record there-
by removing itself entirely from the black list of all 
major MOU’s and as you will read in this newsletter, 
audits of our ship operators have formed part of 
our proactive movement and our unwavering com-
mitment to our ship owners and operators thru 
out Europe, Asia and other regions.  Also important 
is our participation at all meetings held by Regional 
Fisheries Organizations as Belize continues to be 
held as an exemplary Registry offering responsible 
and accountable fishing operations and practices.   
With the appointment of a new Minister of Fisher-
ies, Ms Lizelle Alamina, IMMARBE is confident that 
with the support of the Belize Fisheries Authori-
ties we will continue to enhance our licensing and 
quota programs and provide our ship owners with 
more benefits. 
 
We have also made a series of important visits to Madrid, 
Dubai and Mumbai where we met with local authorities, 
Deputy Registrars, ship owners and ship management com-
panies to discuss increasing the registration of vessels under 
the Belize Flag, regulations and seafarers’ welfare which is of 
utmost importance for IMMARBE.  The Port Authorities of 
Sharjah as well as the Director General of Shipping in Mum-
bai accepted to recognize Belize COCs, which will ease our 
future relations. Those trips were the occasion to audit, cer-
tify and recognize several maritime training centers (MTC), 
three in Mumbai, India and seven in Eastern Europe.  

Director General’s 
Message 

 Our marketing and promotion efforts have once again lead 
us to Athens Greece, where Belize participated in the re-
nowned maritime exhibition-conference Posidonia where 
myself as well as a number of visiting Deputy Registrars for 
all over the world, including our Belize Deputy Registrar, Ms. 
Annette Garel and our Director Dr. Carlos De Puy were 
on hand to meet and greet our potential clients as well as 
re-establish contacts with users of the Registry. 
 
IMMARBE will participate for the first time in SHIPTECH, 
Dalian, China. This exhibition-conference, the largest of its 
kind for ship owners from China and neighbouring coun-
tries, will take place October 22 to 26 at the Dalian World 
Expo Centre. As a large majority of our fleet trades in Asia, 
it will be a great opportunity for IMMARBE to meet own-
ers and promote the quality of our flag and the New Mer-
chant Ship Registration Act that has proved a useful tool 
to boost the registration of newly built vessels thanks to its 
provisions on mortgages. I encourage all our Deputy Reg-
istrars, Ship management companies and friends to accom-
pany us at SHIPTECH where you can find us at BOOTH 
N0. 1117.
 
Hope to see you there!



2

Although IMMARBE has maintained a long stand-
ing participation at Posidonia, our presence at this 
year exhibition-conference Posidonia 2012 was 
favored with resounding success. This important 
maritime event was held on the 4th to 8th June 
in Athens, Greece and included representations by 
1,800 companies from 87 countries, setting historic 
records in visitor numbers with the unofficial figure 
exceeding the 18,000 mark spread across the four 
days of the event.  

IMMARBE’s delegation present at the exhibition included 
the Director General, Capt Encarnacion Samaniego, it’s 
Deputy Registrar at Head office, Ms. Annette Garel, Dr. Car-
los De Puy as well as a number of visiting Deputy Registrars 
from Rotterdam, Turkey, Croatia, Panama, Cyprus, Ukraine 
and Greece.

IMMARBE’s stand witnessed a huge wave of visitors who 
were representing our interests in various fields such as 
surveyors, ship agents, seafarer’s agents, etc., but most im-
portantly it included a plethora of new clients that showed 
deep interest into our registration and related services.  
The four-day exhibition provided the unique opportunity 
to strengthen our relations with our existing customers and 
create new contacts.

The Belize delegation took the opportunity of being in 
Greece to visit important ship owners and prominent law 
firms and market the Belize flag, which has been well re-
ceived by Greek ship owners.  

Belize at Posidonia

Shiptech China (Dalian) Oct 23-26th, 2012 
Dalian World Expo, Stand No. 1I17
 
Panama Maritime (Panama) 
Feb 27-1 Mar 2013
Megapolis Convention Center

Sea Asia (Singapore) April 9-11, 2013
Suntec Convention Centre, Stand No. C622

2012-2013
Exhibition Calendar



Belize Performs Audits In Asia, 
Eastern Europe & Turkey
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As part of its on- going efforts to reduce its detention record 
in all of the MOU’s, IMMARBE undertakes a series of audits of 
several of its ISM operators.   Companies audited have demon-
strated their commitment in working hard to improve their ves-
sel’s condition in order to avoid future detentions in all MOUs, 
with specific emphasis on the Paris and Tokyo MOU area.  Ad-
ditionally, the full compliance with IMMARBE’s requirements, in-
cluding improving their Safety Management System were part 
of the general assessment for all companies audited. 

In Zhoushan, China, Captain Demetrio Cortes, Technical Offi-
cer for the Belize Registry audited the company Zhoushan Xi-
nhua Shipping as well as Ning Bo Shang Lung Ship Management 
located in Ningbo, China.  Both companies were encouraged to 
maintain a clean safety record and the necessary guidance and 
recommendations were provided following the audit to facili-
tate and improve Belize’s detention record in the Tokyo MOU.
    
Eastern Europe:  IMMARBE’s auditor Eng. Eduardo Simon per-
formed ISM operators’ audits in Eastern Europe and Turkey to 
provide assistance as a Flag State for the improvement of the 
Safety Management System and avoid future detentions in the 
Paris MoU Area.

The companies audited were SIA ARG Shipping at Riga, SIA 
Clermont Services at Riga, LLC Rosshipcom at Rostov-on-Don, 
Sailtrade Denizcilik Ve Ticaret Ltd at Istanbul, Turkey, as well as 
ACT Denizcilik Tasimaciligi San Tic Ltd at Istanbul, Turkey, which 
collectively manage more than 35 vessels operating under the 
Belize flag.  The constant proactive monitoring of our fleet en-
sures an upward trend in accomplishing white listed status in 
both MOUs.  

Appointed as Deputy Registrar of Ships for the International 
Merchant Marine Registry of Belize, (MMARBE) since 1998 by 
the Government of Belize, Captain Vladimir Parshin has served 
well in that capacity registering well over a hundred vessels 
since his appointment as Deputy Registrar of Ships in St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia and many more prior to his official appoint-
ment.  Vladimir was born in the town of Sartov, Russia and 
began his early career in 1982 as a Master Mariner first in 
the Russian State company Northern Shipping Company, and 
continued his distinguished maritime career as Captain of ships 
for several fleets.  He has remained steadfast in his contribu-
tion to the Belize Flag and remains the principal partner in the 
company Cometa Ru, offering ship registration under different 
flags, consultancy services, flag state surveys, safety manage-
ment systems elaboration, ISM audits, ISPS ship assessments 
and implementation assistance

Ahoy Captain
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Sergey Gudko, pictured above receiving his appoint-
ment letter from the Director General, made a special visit 
to Belize to undergo training in all aspects of the services 
being rendered by IMMARBE’s Deputy Registrars.  Sergey 
of Ukrainian Nationality, has been appointed in Kherson, 
Ukraine as a designated office of IMMARBE as well as a sea-
farer’s agent for the purpose of processing officers’ licenses 
on behalf of Belize.  Qualified as a deep sea captain, with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in legal studies at the Ukrainian Interna-
tional Unversity of Business, this newly appointed Deputy 
Registrar has worked as ship agent, Chief Officer, Marine 
Surveyor and Auditor and more recently is the Director 
of his own established companies , Ukrainian Marine Law-
yers Ltd., and Marine Safety Management Ltd., specializing 
in ship and yacht registration, marine surveys, casualty in-
vestigations for several flag state classification societies and 
insurance companies.   As a specialist in yacht registration, 
Sergey Gudko is more than competent in securing new reg-
istrations on our behalf.  

Captain Xin Chian was 
appointed as Deputy Regis-
trar of Ships for IMMARBE 
in Fuzhou, China.  A gradu-
ate of Shanghai Maritime 
University, Capt Chian is a 
seagoing professional having 
worked onboard bulk carri-
ers, container carriers, gener-
al cargo ships, reefer carriers 
for more than a decade with 
important shipping fleets in 

China, Hong Kong and Taiwan.  Having gained substantial 
seagoing experience, Capt Chian undertook several train-
ing courses to become a qualified ISM Auditor, QMS, Sur-
veyor, and is now an integral part of Great Sources Shipping, 
a company dedicated to the provision of technical marine 
services, consultations, surveys, ship management and now 
ship registration for Belize.   With a well trained staff with 
excellent communication skills, we have no reservations that 
Capt Xin Chian will do exceptionally well in the promotion 
and representation of Belize in Asia.  

Meet Our New Appointees
Ismail Shiham Bin Mo-
hammad Drus, was ap-
pointed to represent Belize in 
Shah Alam Selangor, Malaysia 
as a Deputy Registrar of Ships.  
As a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Glasgow, Scotland as a 
honorary Engineer (2nd Class 
Upper) in Naval Architecture 
and Ocean Engineering, Ismail 
has held several important 
positions during his employ-
ment history which also included the design, conversion and 
engineering of chemical tankers, cement carriers, palm oil 
carrier, floating bunkers, tenders, mooring boats, container 
vessels, tugs, supply vessels.  Currently a Principal Naval Ar-
chitect at ISD & Associates Sdn Bhd and an associate/rep-
resentative of Del Pan Maritime Services Ltd., Eng. Moham-
mad Drus’ professional affiliations include being a corporate 
member of the Institution of Engineers in Malaysia, as well 
as a corporate member of the Institute of Marine Engineers, 
UK, a registered professional engineer, Board of Engineers, 
Malaysia and a chartered Engineer of the Engineering Coun-
cil, UK.   Enjoying an excellent reputation in the maritime 
industry, and highly recommended by one of our respected 
Deputy Registrars’-Lee Del Pan, we are confident that Mr. 
Mohammad Drus’ appointment will certainly assist the Be-
lize Administration in expanding its business in Malaysia.  

Captain Gordan Baraka, 
was appointed as Deputy 
Registrar of Ships in Sibenik, 
Croatia.  Qualified as a Master 
for ships of 3000gt and more, 
Gordan has extensive seago-
ing experience having worked 
with several Croatian compa-
nies on board tanker vessels, 
bulk carrier, oil carriers, etc., 
over the last and later utilizing 

his experience and his continued education over the years, 
has taken the role of Director, Lecturer and Consultant for 
AdriaMare Maritime Training Center, a leader in the region 
offering exceptional maritime and nautical training including 
programs for yacht crews.  In his newly appointed role of 
Deputy Registrar for Belize, Capt Baraka plans to extend the 
market in yacht registration in southeastern Europe.  Fluent 
in English, Slovakian and Italian, we are confident that Capt 
Baraka will be successful in his bid to garner the pleasure 
craft registration market for Belize.  



Fishing News

Above: Fishing Vessel Manager, Valerie Lanza (center), with Fisheries 
representatives James Azueta(right) and Wilfrido Pott (left) 

The 83rd meeting of the International Atlantic Tuna Commis-
sion (IATTC) was held in San Diego California from 18 to 30 
June 2012 and was attended by our own, Fishing Administra-
tion Manager Mrs. Valerie Lanza, who together with a delega-
tion from the Fisheries Department (Mr. James Azueta and Mr. 
Wilfrido Pott) did not support a proposal to ban silky shark 
harvesting in an effort to conserve our fishing activities in the 
IATTC area.  

Several other proposals tabled by members of the Commission 
were thrown out whilst others were adopted to ensure the 
sustainability of the tuna and shark fisheries in the area.  In ad-
dition to the above shark proposal, other important proposals 
that could have implications for our fishing fleet included capac-
ity limits for long line vessels, new procedures for the introduc-
tion of new vessels into the area, increased observer coverage 
and a ban on the use of wire leaders in the long line fishery.  

It is expected that new proposals will be tabled at the next 
meeting and many of them more than likely will be adopted by 
the IATTC commission leaving Belize in a pre-emptive mode 
to inform all those affected in the fishing industry of the new 
measures being adopted and the new application regulations to 
be enforced by IMMARBE

Lisel Alamilla has over 15 years’ experience of 
working in Belize as an educator, consultant 
and project manager, focusing on resource 
management, conservation, tourism and policy 
issues.  Lisel graduated from the University of 
Idaho in 1995 with a Masters’ degree in Natu-
ral Resource Management.  Since 2006 she has 
lead the Ya’axché Conservation Trust, an NGO 
devoted to supporting community-led conser-
vation and sustainable development in Belize. 

More recently, Lisel was invited by the Belizean Prime 
Minister to join the Country’s government as Min-
ister of Forestry, Fisheries and sustainable Develop-
ment. Lisel’s appointment signifies Belize’s commit-
ment to conservation and, despite her promotion to 
government, she will continue close involvement with 
Ya’axché to safeguard the continuance of her success-
ful work.  

Lisel was also awarded the Marsh Award for Conser-
vation Leadership in 2010 and the Whitley Fund for 
Nature Award in 2012. 
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Government of
Belize Appoints 
Lisel Alamilla
As New Minister 
of Fisheries



A number of our Deputies/representatives have visited Belize 
during the year and have taken in the sights and sounds of the 
old capital of Belize City when visiting IMMARBE’s head office.  
Some have headed back home whilst others have adventured 
outside the city limits to explore the ancient Maya sites found 
in the lush tropical forests of beautiful Belize or tubed thru 
hundred year old caves down ancient ceremonial waterways 
and cave systems or taken pictures of the mighty jaguar at the 
Belize Zoo!  With one foot planted in the Central American 
jungles and the other dipped in the Caribbean Sea,  Belize com-
bines the best of both worlds.  Why not Belize it for your next 
vacation? 

IMMARBE Tourists in Belize

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  M E R C H A N T  M A R I N E
R E G I S T R Y  O F  B E L I Z E

W W W . I M M A R B E . C O M

Marina Towers, Suite 204, Newton Barracks
Belize City, Belize, Central America
Tel: (+501) 223-5026 / 5031 / 5047

Fax: (+501) 223-5070 / 5087 
E-mail: immarbe@btl.net
immarbe@immarbe.com

Last year marked our first participation in the re-
nowned SEA ASIA, in Singapore with notable success. 
Form October 22 to 26, IMMARBE will participate 
in another prestigious Asian exhibition-conference, in 
SHIPTECH, Dalian, China. 

Dalian’s International Shipbuilding, Marine Equip-
ment and Offshore Engineering Exhibition for China 
(ShipTech exhibition) in the Dalian World Expo Cen-
ter, is acclaimed by the industry to be one of the larg-
est and most visited exhibitions in Asia for equipment, 
machinery and products necessary to ship building. 
The Dalian Ship Owners Association is one of the 
largest in China.

SHIPTECH is sponsored by the China Association of 
the National Shipbuilding Industry, China Ship own-
ers’ Association, Chinese Society of Naval Architects & 
Marine Engineers and  Dalian Municipal People’s Gov-
ernment.  The Belize delegation will be numerous and 
we expect also the visit of our regional Deputy Regis-
trars. So, come and visit us 
at SHIP TECH, where we 
will receive you at Booth 
1I17 a few feet from the 
Japanese Pavillion. 

Meet us at 
Dalian Shiptech

 
Pictured:
 Wouter Sluis 
of our Nether-
lands office and 
Kevin Dingli of 
our Malta office


