
Dear Deputy Registrars:

Overview:

IMMARBE’s Code of Standards for Yachts of less than 24metres, in commercial or private use (referred to as the Small
Yacht Code) which was launched in 2008 has not yielded the amount of registrations which the Belize Administration
anticipated.  We have therefore taken a hard look at those factors which the Code in an effort to elevate operational
standards has made the friendly flag of quality quite unpopular for the registrations of small pleasure crafts engaged in
private or commercial use. A common complaint with yacht owners and users of the Registry, were the annual taxes
being imposed on small yachts operating in a commercial trade, as well as those costs associated with the yearly
certification requirements for pleasure vessels.  After listening carefully to these concerns, a comprehensive analysis was
undertaken with a view to streamline our registrationand technical requirements, reduce our tariffs to remain
competitive with other leading yacht registers and at the same timeaddress the needs of the market with the hope of
increasing the number of new entries in this category of ships into the Belize Register.

It is our hope that you will be encouraged by these new changes as we anticipate more participation by small yacht
owners who will find our new cost initiatives in this respect to be more cost effective and our technical requirements
more practical.

It is hereby resolved therefore that as a first step, with effect from 15th July 2012, the tariffs for New
Registrations for Pleasure crafts(Yachts) in private or commercial use of less than 24m in length, have been reduced as
reflected in the attached Fee Schedule under Attachment 1. Note that no DR incentive will be granted to the
registration of yachts due to the considerable reduction in prices.

For illustration purposes please see breakdown below: (illustration 1)

Private Yacht Registration (less than 24m in length)

Description
Current
Provisional

Current
Permanent Revised (Prov.) Revised (perm)

Registration fee 300 0 200 0
Admin fee 100 0 100 0
Certificate of Reg 75 100 50 0
Ship station license 50 75 25 0
Annual tax 300 0 300 0
Annual call letter fee 50 0 50 0
Ownership title 0 300 0 150
Admin fee(title) 0 100 0 100
total 875 575 725 250

First year registration fees plus annual
taxes $1450 $975

Subsequent year’s taxes $350 $350

*Special Note:
Under the revised tariffs, annual taxes are reduced to $250 per year if 2
years taxes or more are paid in advance.
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Commercial Yacht Registration (less than 24m in length)

Description Current Provisional
Current

Revised (Prov.) Revised (perm)
Permanent

Registration fee 400 0 300 0

Admin fee 100 0 100 0

Certificate of Reg 100 150 75 0

Ship station license 75 100 50 0

Annual tax: 20cents per GT or
(min.$400/revised $200) 400 0 300 0

Annual service tax 100 0 100

Annual inspection tax 1000 0 500

Annual casualty investigation 250 0 150

Annual security *if required 150 0 100

Call letters 50 0 50 0

Ownership title 0 300 0 150

Admin fee(title) 0 100 0 100

Manning certificate 75 75

Endorsements(2) x100 200 200

total 2900 650 2000 250

First year registration fees plus annual
taxes $3500 $2250

Subsequent year’s taxes $1950 $1200

Provisional/PermRegistration Requirements (checklist):

Documentation Required: Private Commercial
Application form for registration yes yes
Letter of Appointment for local shipping
agent yes yes

*Notarized Bill of Sale yes yes
*Original Deletion certificate yes yes

*Builder’s certificate(where applicable) yes yes

Manning Application no yes
Appointment  for RAA no yes
Officer’s endorsements no yes
Pleasure craft safety cert yes no
Tonnage measurement cert yes yes
Other certification as required no yes

*any of the above listed documents can be accepted as proof of ownership for provisional
registration and in its original form for permanent recording.
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Special Notes:

 Permanent patents will bear no additional cost to the ship owner but will now have a validity date of two years.
This is necessary to encourage owners to settle their annual taxes promptly. An administrative fee of US$100.00
will apply to renew the permanent certificates of registration.

 Owners who wish to have their permanent patents extended for up to five years can make the necessary
arrangements to settle the annual taxes for the five years validity of the patents at reduced costs. For example,
Payment of US$350.00 per year payable each year or alternatively US$250 per yearif two or more years are paid
in advance.

 Ownership title documents will be provided at a reduced cost of US$150.00 instead of US$300.00 plus
US$100.00 administrative fee and courier fee where applicable.

 Where there is no change in ownership reflected at the time of initial registration, an original Deletion
Certificate from vessel’s previous Registry will suffice for the registration of title.

Technical Requirements

Requirements (certification): Private Use

 A Certificate of Compliance for Pleasure Vessels with a 5 year validity period and subject to inspections
and endorsement every 2 years to coincide with the renewal of the permanent registration certificates.

 A Tonnage Certificate to be issued by this Administration on the basis of a survey, or its builders’
certificate or previous Tonnage Certificate issued by former Flag, provided that no alteration has been
made onboard the yacht. This certificate is issued with permanent validity and needs not be re-issued
every year unless the vessel changes name or its structure is altered.

 Note: Ship-owners whose craft possess a valid safety certificate (validity of 12 months at least) issued
by the previous Flag Administration at the moment of registration will not be required to have their
ships re-surveyed during the first 12 months of its registration in Belize, as a Certificate of Compliance
for Pleasure Vessels may be issued on the basis of the existing safety certificate. This eliminates the
necessity of having the vessel re-surveyed thereby reducing the costs to the ship owner.

 Upon expiration of the 12 months validity on the Safety certificate mentioned above, the following
options are available to conduct the survey on behalf of our Administration:

 1) A General Safety Inspector authorized by Belize;

 2) A Surveyor of ship-owner’s choice who is competent to conduct the inspection and
has been pre-authorized by IMMARBE Head Office to conduct the survey of the ship.
The authorization may be granted upon submission of complete curriculum vitae along
with supporting documents confirming his/her expertise. *

3) A surveyor appointed by Recognized Organization authorized by Belize.
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Costs for the issuance of technical certificates by IMMARBE remain the same:

 Certificate of Compliance for Pleasure Vessels,: US$100.00

 Tonnage Certificate, : US$100.00

* Self-surveying requirements for yachts in private use

IMMARBE will accept that a Master or ship-owner with sufficient competency and experience performs
a self-survey of the vessel following the requirements contained on our Statutory Instrument 148 of
1991 for Pleasure Vessels. Self-surveys will be performed by using IMMARBE standard checklist for
pleasure vessels.

Master or Owners must inform IMMARBE at the time of registration of the vessel that they will apply for
self-surveys.

The results of the self-survey will be reviewed by IMMARBE Head Office upon submission of the
standard checklist by Master/Owners. A Certificate of Compliance for Pleasure Craft will be issued after
satisfactory review of the self-survey report submitted by them. If a deficiency is found during the self-
survey then, the same shall be rectified prior the submission of the IMMARBE standard checklist for
pleasure vessels.

Master or Owners will submit when necessary and within the window period (± 3 months of the
anniversary date of the certificate) the self-survey report confirming that the yacht, its machinery,
fittings or equipment are in sound condition or in a state of operational readiness; in other words, the
yacht shall be free of deficiencies in order to obtain the annual endorsement and maintain the validity of
their vessel’s Certificate of Compliance for Pleasure Vessels.

It is the responsibility of the Owner and Master to ensure that at all times theYacht is operated and
maintained in accordance with the requirements of the Registry, the arrangements, and any conditions
stated on the Certificate of Compliance for Pleasure Craft.  If, for any reason, the yacht cannot comply
with any of these requirements, the Owner or Master should notify the Administration immediately.

Requirements (certification): Commercial Use

 To be determined on a case by case basis upon full consultation with the technical department and
on the basis of the intended operational area, type of activity, number of passengers, etc.

Feel free to contact the undersigned for any assistance or additional information required. Acknowledgement of this
Registration Circular will be appreciated.

With kind regards,

Annette Garel (Mrs)



Deputy Registrar of Ships
IMMARBEHeadoffice(Belize)Email:deputyregistrarbze@immarbe.com
Mob:501-610-1071/Skype id: annette.garel


